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(The Antikythera Mechanism, discovered more than
100 years ago in a Roman shipwreck, was used by an-
cient Greeks to display astronomical cycles. Its system
of gears and cogs never appeared in a machine or
weapon.)

For ancient Greeks
gears creaked

not in machines but toys.
They cared

who danced hardest,
who played best,

who told the old
story with a twist—

gods lofty
on a pulley.

Beautiful youth
still engage

agora and stage
as their white teeth

approach, retreat,
in tabloids racked

by Lex High juniors
for minimum wage.
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Javelins they hurl
on practice fields

beside the Town Pool
wobble and prick

fresh turf. Those old
Greeks didn’t

labor-save: slaves
in harness hauled

Achilles’ entourage
to war without a cog.
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