






[image: OKCIR: Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research]




[image: OKCIR: Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics)]

OKCIR: Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research

In Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics)
















	Home
	Center
	Director
	About
	Vita
	Scholarship
	Appreciations
	About Omar Khayyam



	Publications
	About Okcir’s Journal: Human Architecture
	Free Access Journal Issues
	Book Monographs, Edited Collections, Proceedings, Articles, Chapters, Working Papers, Editorials, and Reviews
	Mohammad H. Tamdgidi’s Published Student Papers
	Anna D. Beckwith’s Published Student Papers
	About Okcir’s Library
	About Ahead Publishing House (imprint: Okcir Press)





 





	My Library
	Store
	My Account
	Cart


 











Posts 


	


[ February 9, 2024 ] 

هنر خیامی: کتاب هفتم از مجموعه ١٢ جلدى «راز عمر خیام» در ادامه بزرگداشت هزاره تاريخ واقعى تولد او (١٠٢١م) 


هنر خيامى 


	


[ February 9, 2024 ] 

“Khayyami Art”: Book 7 of the 12-Book Series “Omar Khayyam’s Secret” in Continued Celebration of His Millennium 


Khayyami Art 


	


[ June 10, 2023 ] 

علم خیامی: کتاب ششم از مجموعه ١٢ جلدى «راز عمر خیام» امروز در نهصدمين سالگرد درگذشت وى در سال ٥٠٢ ش (٥١٧ ق) منتشر شد 


علم خيامى 


	


[ June 10, 2023 ] 

“Khayyami Science”: Book 6 of the 12-Book Series “Omar Khayyam’s Secret” Released on the Ninth Centennial of His Passing 


Khayyami Science 


	


[ August 2, 2022 ] 

Doubting the New Somerton Man Findings: Do 0.01% Error Chances Actually Matter in Science? 


Quantum Sociological Imagination 


	


[ May 10, 2022 ] 

“Khayyami Theology”: Book 5 of the 12-Book Series “Omar Khayyam’s Secret” Published 


Khayyami Theology 


	


[ May 10, 2022 ] 

الهيات خیامی: کتاب پنجم از مجموعه دوازده جلدى «راز عمر خیام» منتشر شد 


الهيات خيامى 


	


[ April 17, 2022 ] 

“Khayyami Philosophy” Released: Book 4 of the 12-Book “Omar Khayyam’s Secret” Series 


Khayyami Philosophy 


	


[ June 9, 2021 ] 

Omar Khayyam’s 1000th Birthday Has Arrived: Today, June 10, 2021, Marks His True Birth Date Millennium, His Ninth Centennial of Passing Is Just Two Years Away in 2023 


Omar Khayyam (AD 1021-1123) 


	


[ April 23, 2021 ] 

Omar Khayyam’s Pen Name Origins Found, His Authorship of A 1000-Robaiyat Divan Independently Confirmed 


Khayyami Astronomy 







 







Search for:




 









 Home / Entire Catalog / Human Architecture / Edited Collection Series / Article / Journal Article — The Broken Path: Juvenile Violence and Delinquency in Light of Sociological Theories — by Sylvia Khromina




[image: Insiders/Outsiders: Voices from the Classroom HUMAN ARCHITECTURE Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge Volume V • Issue 2 • Spring 2007 Journal Editor: Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, UMass Boston]
 




Journal Article — The Broken Path: Juvenile Violence and Delinquency in Light of Sociological Theories — by Sylvia Khromina
$15.00


This paper includes an examination of the causes and effects of juvenile violence and delinquency through an exploration of the retributive Juvenile Justice System, the struggles of the urban poor and the effects of juvenile crime on the success of all of society, drawing on the six key sociological theories.

[image: PDF4 for simple products]
This publication can be read online by logged-in members of OKCIR Library with a valid access. In that case just click on the large PDF icon at the bottom of this page to access the publication. Alternatively, you can purchase this publication as offered below.

Login Here | Not a member? Join Now







 




Journal Article — The Broken Path: Juvenile Violence and Delinquency in Light of Sociological Theories — by Sylvia Khromina quantity



Add to cart



SKU: 15876
Categories: Article, Edited Collection Series, Human Architecture





	

Description 




Description

Abstract



An examination of the causes and effects of juvenile violence and delinquency through an exploration of the retributive Juvenile Justice System, the struggles of the urban poor and the effects of juvenile crime on the success of all of society. Drawing on the six key sociological theories, this paper will investigate the possible reasons behind current policies and crime itself.












Recommended Citation















Khromina, Sylvia. 2007. “The Broken Path: Juvenile Violence and Delinquency in Light of Sociological Theories.” Pp. 91-100 in Insiders/Outsiders: Voices from the Classroom (Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge: Volume V, Issue 2, 2007.) Belmont, MA: Okcir Press (an imprint of Ahead Publishing House).

The various editions of Insiders/Outsiders: Voices from the Classroom can be ordered from the Okcir Store and are also available for ordering from all major online bookstores worldwide (such as Amazon, Barnes&Noble, and others).



Read the Above Publication Online

To read the above publication online, you need to be logged in as an OKCIR Library member with a valid access. In that case just click on the large PDF icon below to access the publication. Make sure you refresh your browser page after logging in.

Login Here | Not a member? Join Now







 





 


[image: alt]




[image: NEW IN OKCIR'S MONOGRAPH SERIES]




 
PREVIEWNOCOVERofKHB7E-2






 


 Page visits since 2020 —>109
 Page visits today —> 0
 

 




Related publications

	
[image: Microcosms of Hope: Celebrating Student Scholars Award-Winning and Honoree Contributions—2006-2007 Esther Kingston-Mann Student Achievement Awards for Excellence in Diversity and Inclusion Scholarship HUMAN ARCHITECTURE Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge Volume VI • Issue 4 • Fall 2008 Journal Editor: Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, UMass Boston]
Microcosms of Hope: Celebrating Student Scholars

$50.00 – $80.00
Select options
	
[image: Graduate Theorizations: Imaginative Applied Sociologies—Manifest and Latent HUMAN ARCHITECTURE Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge Volume IX • Issue 1 • Winter 2011 Journal Editor: Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, UMass Boston]
Graduate Theorizations: Imaginative Applied Sociologies—Manifest and Latent

$50.00 – $80.00
Select options
	
[image: Sociological Imaginations from the Classroom: Plus A Symposium on the Sociology of Science Perspectives on the Malfunctions of Science and Peer Reviewing HUMAN ARCHITECTURE Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge Volume VI • Issue 2 • Spring 2008 Journal Editor: Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, UMass Boston]
Sociological Imaginations from the Classroom Plus A Symposium on the Sociology of Science Perspectives on the Malfunctions of Science and Peer Reviewing

$60.00 – $99.00
Select options
	
[image: Students’ Critical Theories in Applied Settings HUMAN ARCHITECTURE Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge Volume II • Issue 2 • Fall 2003/Spring 2004 Journal Editor: Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, UMass Boston]
Students’ Critical Theories in Applied Settings

$50.00 – $80.00
Select options







Okcir Library Online
 [image: alt]






Read online all of OKCIR’s publications site-wide by enrolling in OKCIR Library Membership TODAY. 
Login Here | Not a member? Join Now






Latest Publications
 






[image: Front Cover -- Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 7: Khayyami Art: The Art of Poetic Secrecy for a Lasting Existence: Tracing the Robaiyat in Nowrooznameh, Isfahan’s North Dome, and Other Poems of Omar Khayyam, and Solving the Riddle of His Robaiyat AttributabilityDust Jacket -- Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 7: Khayyami Art: The Art of Poetic Secrecy for a Lasting Existence: Tracing the Robaiyat in Nowrooznameh, Isfahan’s North Dome, and Other Poems of Omar Khayyam, and Solving the Riddle of His Robaiyat Attributability-by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]




[image: Front Cover - Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 6: Khayyami Science: The Methodological Structures of the Robaiyat in All the Scientific Works of Omar Khayyam]




[image: Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 5: Khayyami Theology: The Epistemological Structures of the Robaiyat in All the Philosophical Writings of Omar Khayyam Leading to His Last Keepsake Treatise— by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]




[image: Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 4: Khayyami Philosophy: The Ontological Structures of the Robaiyat in Omar Khayyam’s Last Written Keepsake Treatise on the Science of the Universals of Existence — by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]




[image: Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 3: Khayyami Astronomy: How Omar Khayyam’s Newly Discovered True Birth Date Horoscope Reveals the Origins of His Pen Name and Independently Confirms His Authorship of the Robaiyat — by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]




[image: Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 1: New Khayyami Studies: Quantumizing the Newtonian Structures of C. Wright Mills’s Sociological Imagination for A New Hermeneutic Method — by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]




[image: Omar Khayyam’s Secret: Hermeneutics of the Robaiyat in Quantum Sociological Imagination: Book 1: New Khayyami Studies: Quantumizing the Newtonian Structures of C. Wright Mills’s Sociological Imagination for A New Hermeneutic Method — by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi]






















 










About Okcir
 OKCIR: Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics) (est. 2002) is an independent research and publishing initiative dedicated to exploring, in a simultaneously world-historical and self-reflective framework, the human search for a just global society.





Additional Page Meta If Available

H
UMAN
A
RCHITECTURE
: J
OURNAL
OF
THE
S
OCIOLOGY
OF
S
ELF
-K
NOWLEDGE
, V, 2, S
PRING
2007, 91-100 91
H
UMAN
A
RCHITECTURE
: J
OURNAL
OF
THE
S
OCIOLOGY
OF
S
ELF
-K
NOWLEDGE
ISSN: 1540-5699. © Copyright by Ahead Publishing House (imprint: Okcir Press). All Rights Reserved.
HUMAN
ARCHITECTURE
Journal of the Sociology of Self-
A Publication of OKCIR: The Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics)
I have always been interested in the
study of people’s everyday struggles and it
had been made very clear to me from early
on that education was the “key to success”
in the United States; my parents made cer-
tain that this idea was etched in my mind.
We emigrated from Russia when I was
eight years old, and my parents knew that
paying for me to go to college was beyond
their financial means. Throughout my
childhood, I saw my parents work long
hours (at jobs that did not satisfy them
mentally or financially) in order to give my
sister and I a better future. My personal
struggle has always been to put aside all of
my vices in order to achieve the so-called
‘American Dream’ for me and to make my
parents proud and justify all of the effort
that they have put forth on my behalf.
I attended a very diverse (and very af-
fordable) Catholic high school in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, and it was there that
I first came to an understanding of just how
fortunate I am. I only battle my own inter-
nal limitations in order to excel in life, but
there are people all around me that have to
struggle with their surroundings in order
to ‘make it’ in this world. During my high
school years I also spent much of my free
time working as a mentor with underprivi-
leged teen girls in a program run by a non
profit magazine called
Teen Voices.
The girls
that partook in this program were from im-
poverished inner city families and the pro-
gram worked to focus the girls’ attention
on education as way out of their grim real-
ity and into a better future.
Both in my high school and at
Teen
Voices,
I saw how crime and violence im-
pacts individuals’ lives and hinders their
opportunities for success. I developed
many close friendships in these two areas
of my life and had the opportunity to take a
closer look into the lives of the people that
Sylvia Khromina is an undergraduate student at UMass Boston, double-majoring in Psychology and Sociology. She wrote
this paper while enrolled in the course Soc. 341-4: “Elements of Sociological Theories,” instructed by Mohammad H. Tam-
dgidi (Assistant Professor of Sociology at UMass Boston) during the Spring 2007 semester.
The Broken Path
Juvenile Violence and Delinquency in Light of
Sociological Theories
Sylvia Khromina
University of Massachusetts Boston
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
[email protected]
Abstract: An examination of the causes and effects of juvenile violence and delinquency through
an exploration of the retributive Juvenile Justice System, the struggles of the urban poor and the
effects of juvenile crime on the success of all of society. Drawing on the six key sociological theo-
ries, this paper will investigate the possible reasons behind current policies and crime itself.
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seem to me to have been forgotten or dis-
carded by the mainstream society. For the
first time, I began to venture into the ‘un-
safe’ neighborhoods of the city, and get to
know the ‘unconventional’ families that
had to struggle with what seemed to be all
the problems of the world. These problems
included a lack of economic opportunities,
a lack of educational opportunities and (as
a result of these) a high risk of violence and
crime in their day to day lives.
I developed a close friendship with a
group of girls who resided in the Mission
Hill projects in Roxbury. Among these girls,
Alexis became my close friend and my
makeshift guide through the reality of life
for the urban poor. Alexis has all of the in-
ternal qualities for success; she is intelli-
gent, dedicated when she puts her mind to
her work, confident despite her situation,
attractive and in full control of her self im-
age. Alexis would often tell me stories of
her friends who had been killed in one way
or another mostly by their own peers. With
an almost matter-of-fact attitude, Alexis at-
tended roughly six funerals of boys her age
who were killed as a result of juvenile vio-
lence. When I asked about her cold attitude
toward the death of her neighbors and
childhood friends, Alexis replied that
“when you see death, drugs and violence
all around you throughout life, your heart
turns from grief to anger and retribution.”
She said that if she allowed herself to pon-
der on the horrors of her surroundings, she
would become depressed and ‘crazy.’ I be-
gan to take her approach to violence and
crime, and found myself paying less and
less attention to the newspaper stories and
television news stories of people killed due
to youth violence in the poor neighbor-
hoods of Boston. I felt that although this vi-
olence was all too real, it was invisible for
as long as I avoided it. I thought, “as long as
I have my friends, classmates and neigh-
bors, I don’t need to focus on the rest.”
All of that changed one night in the
summer of 2006. Alexis and I were spend-
ing some time with a few former classmates
and catching up on life after high school. It
was a hot July night and many people were
outside of their homes in a little courtyard
in the middle of the Mission Hill projects.
As we enjoyed each others’ company along
with the beautiful summer weather, time
passed unnoticed. Finally, Alexis, I and one
other girl realized that it was getting late
and decided to head over to the local pizza
shop before it closed for the night. The
streets were beginning less and less lively
as people went inside for the night and we
hastily headed over toward Boston House
of Pizza to eat some late dinner. We left be-
hind a small group of girls, one of whom
was Anna, a former classmate who was that
day mourning the one year anniversary of
the death of her brother.
Once inside the pizza shop, Alexis re-
ceived a frantic phone call from a friend
who told her that Anna had been shot while
we were gone. We rushed back to the little
courtyard that we had abandoned just min-
utes earlier. There were people everywhere,
and police were arriving on the scene to
seal off the area where Anna had been at-
tacked. She was being wheeled into an am-
bulance, as numerous people screamed and
cried at the sight of this young woman cov-
ered in blood. Alexis decided to go to the
hospital, but I chose to go home, feeling
that the hospital is a place for family mem-
bers and close friends. Later on that night, I
received a phone call from Alexis, who
coldly informed me that Anna had passed
away.
It turned out that Anna who had man-
aged to overcome numerous obstacles in
her short lifetime was killed by her ex-boy-
friend in an irrational display of rage. Anna
was a good student, who managed to go to
school while raising her daughter (one she
gave birth to at the age of sixteen). I still re-
member the sight of Anna carrying her
daughter up to the podium with her during
our high school graduation ceremony. She
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then attended college, worked, and raised
her then four-year-old child. Anna was
even able to overcome the grief that comes
along with losing a brother (who was killed
on the same day one year prior to her
death). However, despite her internal
strength of character and will to succeed,
external circumstances ended her life and
left her daughter to struggle in this cruel
world without a mother.
This situation affected me more than I
would like to admit; it became a moment of
epiphany for me. It made me realize many
things about life and it made me appreciate
every minute of it. I was removed from the
crime scene for just a few minutes, but it
was those minutes that turned out to be
crucial in determining Anna’s fate as well
as mine. Anna was an example of a ‘success
story’ in the projects, but despite all of her
inner success---being able to raise a child,
she motivate herself to finish school and at-
tend college and had the capacity to not al-
low the sorrow in her life to bring her
down---she paid the ultimate price due to
youth violence. My inner success had al-
ways been enough to get me through be-
cause I did not have to deal with other
variables such as crime, drugs, violence
and gangs in my everyday life. It became
clear to me then that ‘education is the key’
was not enough to achieve success in this
life for the unfortunate bunch that ended
up at the socioeconomic bottom. Violent
crime, which arises from many external
and internal causes (often during one’s
youth), can be a lethal stopper in the flow of
success even for the most determined indi-
viduals.
Anna’s emotionally disturbed and trig-
ger happy assailant had many excuses for
his behavior. He is the child of a poor urban
family; he grew up with many psychologi-
cal problems and had disrupted any educa-
tional and economic opportunities that he
might have had by becoming a juvenile of-
fender at a young age. The state did not
treat his psychological and social problems
and helped to send him on his way into a
lifelong criminal career by placing him in
an institutionalized correctional facility for
minor crimes he committed while still a
child (under the age of 17). Anna’s killer’s
case makes one wonder: What could have
been expected of this psychologically dis-
turbed person whose emotional state was
hindered, rather than being helped, by the
Massachusetts Juvenile Justice System?
The Juvenile Justice System in this
state, as well as most others, still highly fa-
vors the retributive justice model, which
has proven to be ineffective for many rea-
sons. Incarceration has many long lasting
negative effects on the offender, the public
and social trends in general. These effects
are especially visible in the Juvenile Justice
System because juvenile offenders are basi-
cally children from the ages of seven to sev-
enteen.
The most visible impact of incarcera-
tion is a dramatically higher rate of recidi-
vism when compared to community based
programs for juvenile offenders. A youth
who is sentenced to serve time in jail is
much more likely to be a repeat offender
and even to develop a criminal career. This
high recidivism rate is primarily due to a
lack of behind-the-wall programs which
prepare youth for reentry (Jenson, 1998).
There is also a large amount of brutality in
correctional facilities on the part of offend-
ers and staff members. This leads youth to
become affiliated with behind-the-wall
gangs for protection, to develop violent
and antisocial tendencies and to foster high
rates of distrust and anger toward people in
general (Patchin, 2006). The disconnection
with the community also leads to high re-
cidivism rates because prior offenders have
little concern for the community and the
community gives them little support when
they are released (Christian, 2003).
The costs associated with incarceration
are also drastically higher than costs of
community correctional programs. The
cost of juvenile incarceration is estimated at
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$43,000 per person annually; however there
are programs which cost as much as
$64,000 per person annually. A large per-
centage of the yearly cost of incarceration
for juveniles goes toward operation costs,
medical care, and supervision (Einstein
Law, 2007). Contrary to public opinion,
youth correctional facility costs are driven
down when educational programs are im-
plemented in these facilities. Aside from ac-
tual operational costs of incarceration, it is
important to consider the costs that are as-
sociated with re-offending; which include
victim damages, court costs and commu-
nity costs (Knoester, 2005).
Despite the high costs of incarceration,
many studies suggest that the threat of in-
carceration is not a good deterrent for
youth (and for adults) (Pettit, 2004). The
model of retributive justice (under which
incarceration falls) has the negative effect of
separating ‘criminals’ from the rest of soci-
ety and leads to a stratification of society.
This makes it difficult for ‘ex-criminals’ to
reintegrate into society and become posi-
tive contributing members of their commu-
nities (Christian, 2003).
The problem of juvenile delinquency is
ever present in the society of the United
States. Although much has been done to re-
duce juvenile delinquency and to throw out
the retributive justice approach to crime in
general, youth crime and especially vio-
lence is still very real in our society. There
are six major theoretical approaches which
can be utilized to answer two key questions
regarding juvenile delinquency. The first
question is the possible causes of and justi-
fications for juvenile delinquency and espe-
cially violence, on a micro or internal level.
The second question is the possible causes
and justifications for juvenile delinquency
and especially violence, on a macro or soci-
etal level.
The theory of
Functionalism
in sociol-
ogy, although coined and developed after
WWII by Talcott Parsons, may be said to
have originated in the works of early soci-
ologist Émile Durkheim, who examined the
division of labor in our society and stated
that this division of labor creates
social sol-
idarity.
The idea of
organic solidarity
also
arose from this theory because Durkheim
insisted that the division of labor into spe-
cific functions performed by individuals
causes interdependence among individuals
and leads to organic solidarity. Functional-
ism examines the many functions that oc-
cur within society and establishes the
benefits and consequences of these func-
tions for specific groups and individuals.
Functionalism, especially in its later variet-
ies such as that found in the works of Rob-
ert Merton, holds that while some functions
are positive in their effects for one group or
set of individuals, the same functions could
produce negative effects for other groups
or individuals.
There are many varieties of functional-
ist theory, which were developed after the
creation of Durkheim’s original model.
Later sociologists created the theory of
structural functionalism
which examined
how social order is maintained and created
through the maintenance and promotion of
societal structure. Structural functionalism
also devoted much attention to the phe-
nomenon of
social change
which is a pro-
cess of ‘evolution’ in which
social institu-
tions
become highly functional through
their differentiation as well as their adapta-
tion of common norms.
Neofunctionalism
is a later development of the functionalist
social theories, holding on to the core of
functionalism but going into a deeper ex-
ploration of social change and social con-
flict and the incorporation of various micro
perspectives. Functionalist theorists exam-
ine social practices and their impact on so-
ciety and the individual and define these
social practices as any social occurrences
that have a pattern and are repetitive in
their nature. These social practices include
social roles
,
social structures
,
social norms
and social institutions. The later version of
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functionalist was synthesized with conflict
theory by Lewis Coser in order to come to a
better understanding of the function that
conflict plays in modern society (Wallace
and Wolf, 2005; Farganis, 2004).
According to Functionalism, juvenile
delinquency serves a function both for the
offender and for society as a whole. There
are many cited studies that prove that poli-
ticians use the perception of high crime
rates as a platform for their elections. These
false uses of important issues are visible in
poll data through participants’ higher in-
terpretation of crime rates during election
years. Taking attention away from the real
issues at hand, and concentrating instead
on crime and violence which is usually
‘battled’ with the increase of incarceration
rates (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1999).
Juveniles use violence and therefore
crime to serve many functions; in order to
belong to a group, to defend themselves
against their environment, in order to get
monetary benefits that they are unable to
attain through other means and as a way to
express and filter out their internal rage
(Tetlack, 1984).
The
Conflict Theory
in sociology is
comprised of four major propositions. First,
that social life is predominantly shaped by
social
conflict
among individuals and/or
groups. The conflict arises from the pre-
sumed fact that individuals and/or groups
are in competition for limited resources.
The second major proposition of this theory
is in regard to what constitutes the essence
of the conflict; the assumption is that the
fight is essentially over power and eco-
nomic resources. The third proposition
holds that the conflict over resources re-
sults in the formation of dominating or con-
trolling groups in society, and this pattern
continues over long periods of time. The
fourth major proposition of conflict theory
is the disproportionate influence that the
dominant societal groups
have in society.
The dominant groups shift the structure of
society through the control of major re-
sources and their allocations.
There are two major branches of the
conflict theory in sociology; the first is the
Marxian view of conflict theory which
holds that the division of social classes
based on economic interests causes the ma-
jority of conflicts in society. The second
view held by sociologists such as Max We-
ber and (later) Randall Collins, proposes
that not just, or primarily, the economic, but
as well political, ethnic and religious
ideol-
ogies
(or sets of beliefs) can cause social
conflict and the creation of social classes,
status groups, and parties in society. These
later sociologists hold that conflicts arise
due to major societal factors, but are not
limited to the economically based social
class divisions. They also believe that con-
flict is a permanent part of society and can
not be eliminated with the removal of social
classes in society. Weber along with his
counterpart theorists strongly believed that
bureaucracy and its’ desire for order often
increases and produces conflicts, while
Marxist theorists subject the behavior of
bureaucratic organizations
to the nature of
economic forces (Wallace and Wolf, 2005;
Farganis, 2004).
One of the best explanations for high
incarceration rates is provided by the Con-
flict Theory because it holds that human
groups are in constant competition, and
therefore the dominant societal groups
work to oppress the underclasses. In this
case, dominant classes work to further op-
press the poor classes that tend to have the
highest instance of youth violence and de-
linquency. By incarcerating youth, we are
limiting their chances at future success. We
are therefore further oppressing the under
classes and ensuring that they remain in
their current underprivileged states.
Juveniles are also in competition, but
they are on the losing end of the battle with
underqualified schools, lack of legitimate
economic opportunities and struggles to
keep themselves physically safe. Therefore,
they turn to violence as a way to improve
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their situation and to release inner psycho-
logical and emotional problems (Knoester,
2005).
Theories of Rational Choice
state that
humans are rational creatures that function
by making calculated, rational choices
based on the set of
norms
,
beliefs
and
val-
ues
prevalent in society. Values are devel-
oped through a person’s participation in a
particular group, as well as natural selec-
tion of traits that are instilled in each indi-
vidual. Value factors are at the core of
rational choice theoretical explanations be-
cause they are a major guide in the human
decision-making process. Rational choices
are those that are carefully calculated based
on the above mentioned factors, and are
used to maximize
utility.
Utility is defined
as that which creates the most positive out-
come or effect for an individual or group.
Rational choice theories assume that hu-
mans always have the capacity to calculate
their choices based on their desired utility
and the consequences that may come with
specific choices, and therefore this set of
theories are labeled
means-end-theories
. In
other words, rational choice theories de-
scribe the means (rationalized calculations
and choices) by which humans work to ob-
tain their desired ends (which are within
their sets of values, beliefs and norms).
This set of theories can be applied to
social dilemmas
or situations which create
a conflict between individual interests and
those that are collective (interests of
groups). In such situations, rational choice
theories make it easier to distinguish be-
tween individual utility and the utility as
determined by larger societal structures.
However, rational choice theories are best
used when they are applied to
face to face
interactions
and
small group interactions
.
Many sociologists criticize these theories
because there is much research which sup-
ports decision making based on formulated
schemas
or sets of beliefs which are devel-
oped throughout life and used for categori-
zation purposes. These critics claim that
choices are made mostly based on our sche-
mas and for the most part, lack rational cal-
culations of utility. Rational choice theories
go outside the science of sociology into eco-
nomics and political science because sche-
mas are not likely to impact decision
making in these fields, and choices become
more black and white (those that increase
utility and those that hinder it) (Wallace
and Wolf, 2005; Farganis, 2004).
Rational Choice Theories are often
used in Criminology to identify and under-
stand the motives behind crime. However,
they do little to help us understand why so-
ciety continues to incarcerate youth. Incar-
ceration of youth does not lead to positive
utility, and therefore is not a rational choice
(Deschenes, 1998). However, in the case of
juvenile delinquency; crime is often the ra-
tional choice. When youth are faced with
external factors that prevent social success
(such as lack of education, dangerous liv-
ing environments and no hope of attaining
economic success through legal means) and
internal factors (such as mental illness,
childhood trauma and a lack of sufficient
motivation), crime seems to be an easy
means by which to attain desired utility
(Knoester, 2005).
Symbolic interactionism
is a theoreti-
cal perspective which explores how hu-
mans through the use language and
symbols
develop their senses of self, ability
to think, and to communicate with others.
Herbert Blumer coined the term symbolic
interaction after George Herbert Mead’s
work in theorizing the self and how it de-
velops. There are three parts to Blumer’s
theory; first, humans act based on the
meanings that they assign to things; sec-
ond, these meanings are formed through
interpersonal interactions; and, finally, the
definition and meaning of things is in a
constant process of modification because
human interpretations of events are con-
stantly changing and evolving. This is a
so-
cial-psychological perspective
because
symbolic interactions deal with an individ-
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ual’s internal thoughts and feelings in the
context of his or her interactions with oth-
ers. Opinion formation is an important part
of symbolic interactionist theory because it
holds that we form our interpretation of
events based on the meanings that we have
assigned to things. Symbolic interaction
theorists believe that we live in an active
environment, where change is constant;
therefore the individual as well as society is
in a constant process of change and devel-
opment. In my interpretation of the theory,
there are four key terms in symbolic inter-
actionist theory;
process, agency, condi-
tionality,
and
collective action
. Process
refers to the ever changing and developing
nature of symbolic interactions. Agency is
the idea that humans have the potential to
control their own actions, thoughts and
feelings as well as their surrounding envi-
ronment and those around them. Condi-
tionality is the idea that humans are part of
a society that has conditions to which they
have to adjust, respond and get accus-
tomed to. Collective action is any action
that is taken by multiple participants;
whether a few individuals or large groups.
This type of action requires supervision,
planning and good timing in order to be ef-
fective. On an individual level, symbolic in-
teraction theories are some of the first to
include emotions as an important aspect of
human dealings with one another (Wallace
and Wolf, 2005; Farganis, 2004).
Symbolic interaction theories are very
applicable to criminology and are often
used to explain why individuals commit
crime. Youth in underprivileged life cir-
cumstances look to their relationships as a
guide for behavior. Since many are sur-
rounded by criminal activity, gang partici-
pation and drug use; they too partake in
these behaviors (Patchin, 2006).
The retributive model of justice can
also be attributed to symbolic interactionist
theories because society as a whole is
primed to fear crime, seek retribution and
believe that underprivileged youth are
more likely to commit and re-commit
crimes. This process of priming occurs
largely through the media due to its dispro-
portionate coverage of minority crime.
There is a high salience of crime in our soci-
ety, but very little attention is given to the
community based approach to solving the
problem of crime and violence. Therefore
we are only ‘interacting’ based on the neg-
ative ideas and trends in society rather than
expanding our knowledge of the positive
possibilities (Ditton, 2004; Goidel, 2006).
Phenomenology
is the sociological
theory that is based on the idea that human
reality is comprised of events, objects and
feelings which are perceived just as they are
understood by an individual’s
conscious-
ness
. Therefore, this theory gives special at-
tention to the internal consciousness and
subjective nature of an individual. The
main technique in phenomenology is to ex-
plain the process of how one’s conscious-
ness of everyday life develops. Edmund
Husserl is the founder of phenomenology
and known mostly for taking the concept of
intentionality as the independent variable
in his studies. Husserl believed that hu-
mans often experience the world in a spon-
taneous way with little reflection and
calculation, therefore opinions of reality
and an understanding of the world is
formed through the process of natural atti-
tudes. Alfred Schutz took Husserl’s ap-
proach further by making human
experiences concrete and open to empirical
investigation. Schutz claimed that although
human subjects were given free will to in-
terpret and partake in the world, their ac-
tions and views can also be objects of
scientific investigation. This social actor ex-
periences the world from his/her natural
attitudes and often does not interpret it in a
questioning way (Wallace and Wolf, 2005;
Farganis, 2004). Harold Garfinkel has de-
veloped the phenomenological approach
further by seeking to understand everyday
human behavior by problematizing and in-
tentionally disrupting, for the purpose of
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study, what we usually take for granted as
our commonsense social reality. This way,
the nature of social reality as what Berger
and Luckmann refer to as having been, and
being continually, constructed and recon-
structed becomes evident.
Phenomenology makes it possible for
us to see how the everyday lives of violent
youth, as well as the institutional frame-
works and processes of the Juvenile Justice
System, are not natural orders of things but
ones that are socially constructed, and
thereby can be further reconstructed and
transformed. Narrowly interpreted and
practiced, however, phenomenology may
make the ideas of justice and crime fully
subjective and malleable to different inter-
pretations. If not careful, we may condemn
youthful offenders to a life of crime by in-
terpreting their behaviors as emanating
from a subjective thought process (Zim-
ring, 2006). As such, we take what we have
narrowly learned about crime, about youth
and about justice and formulate large scale
opinions which influence policy.
When we attempt to examine the rea-
son behind youth crime through phenome-
nology, we may notice that there is little
rationality present in these criminal activi-
ties and they are largely spontaneous
events shaped by internal forces and ideas.
However, such criminal ideas and behav-
iors are a product of many years of seeing
‘the negative side of life,’ and learning to
live in a way to accept the world around
them as a subjective reality (Patchin, 2006).
All of the above theories provide some
insight into the causes of crime and vio-
lence as well as the reasons for our percep-
tion of the need for incarceration and for
the lack of focus on community-based pro-
grams for our underprivileged youth.
The death of my classmate Anna has
made me realize the many external factors
that hinder the success of the urban poor.
Among these problems is the crucial issue
of juvenile delinquency and violence. This
problem makes it almost impossible to be
sure of a positive future for those that are
forced to live in unsafe communities. In the
United States, little is being done to combat
the problem of juvenile delinquency and
violence for the urban poor. Instead, this
population is deprived of successful and
positive educational environments, eco-
nomic opportunities and the possibility to
have strong, supportive communities. All
of these problems help increase juvenile de-
linquency and violence because youth be-
gin to see violence as their only way out of
economic struggles and emotional and psy-
chological issues.
A possible way to help in the reduction
of juvenile delinquency and violence is to
reduce the current trend of incarceration
and to begin implementing community
based intervention and residential and re-
integration programs. These programs will
allow youth to gain the skills and knowl-
edge that they need in order to gain eco-
nomic success. They will address the
psychological problems that plague many
children growing up in the stress of prob-
lematic family lives, poverty, and lack of
self esteem. And finally, they will create a
community network and greater awareness
of the problems that face this nation and the
world.
REFERENCES AND FURTHER RESOURCES
Juvenile Justice System:
1) Patchin, J.W., Huebner B.M., McCluskey J.D.,
Varano, S.P., & Bynum, T.S. (2006). Expo-
sure to Community Violence and Child-
hood Delinquency. Crime & Delinquency.
52 (2), 307-322.
2) Foster, M., & Rehner, T. (2003). Delinquency
Prevention as Empowerment Practice: A
Community-Based Social Work
Approach. Race, Gender & Class. April 30,
2003. 10 (2), 109.
3) Christian, Steve. (2003) Out of lock-up: now
what? A large number of youthful
THE BROKEN PATH 99
HUMAN ARCHITECTURE: JOURNAL OF THE SOCIOLOGY OF SELF-KNOWLEDGE, V, 2, SPRING 2007
offenders released from confinement end
up back in the system. Helping kids re-
enter the community can help them stay
out of trouble and save states
money. State Legislatures. 29, 21-24.
4) Knoester, C., & Haynie D.L. (2005) Commu-
nity Context, Social Integration into Fam-
ily, and Youth Violence. Journal of
Marriage and Family. 67, 767-780.
5) Jenson J.M., & Howard M.O. (1998) Youth
crime, public policy, and practice in the
juvenile justice system: recent trends and
needed reforms. Social Work. 434, 324-335.
6) Felson R.B., & Staff, J. (2006) Explaining the
Academic Performance-Delinquency
Relationship. Criminology. 44 (2), 299-315.
7) Deschenes, E. P., & Greenwood P.W.
(1998) “Alternative placements for juve-
nile offenders: results from the evalua-
tion of the Nokomis challenge
program.” Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency. 35 (3), 267.
Public Opinion about Corrections:
8) Zimring, F.E., & Johnson, D.T. (2006) Public
Opinion and the Governance of Punish-
ment in Democratic Political Systems.
Annals of the American Academy of Political
and Science. 605, 266-278.
9) Sigler, R.T., & Lamb, D. (1995) Community-
based alternatives to prison: How the
public and court personnel view them.
Federal Probation. 59(2), 3-9.
10) Smith, K.B. (2004) The Politics of Punish-
ment: Evaluating Political Explanations
of Incarceration Rates. The Journal of Poli-
tics. 66 (3), 925-938.
11) Brocke, M. Goldenitz, C., Holling, H., & Bil-
sky, W. (2004) Attitudes Towards Severity
of Punishment: A Conjoint Analytical
Approach. Psychology, Crime & Law. 10
(2), 205-219.
12) Roberts, J.V., & Stalans, L.J. (2004) Restor-
ative Sentencing: Exploring the Views of
the Public. Social Justice Research. 17 (3),
315-331.
13) Zamble, E., & Kalm K.L. (1990) General and
Specific Measures of Public Attitudes
toward Sentencing. Canadian Journal of
Behavioral Science. 22(3), 327-337.
Corrections Statistics:
14) Pettit, B., & Western, B. (2004) Mass Impris-
onment and the Life Course; Race and
Class Inequality in U.S. Incarceration.
America Sociological Review. 69, 151-169.
15) Stucky, T.D., Heimer, K., & Lang, J.B. (2007)
A Bigger Piece of the Pie? State Correc-
tions Spending and the Politics of Social
Order. Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency. 44, 91-123.
16) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1998) Attitudes
Toward The Most Important Goal Of
Prison, By Demographic Characteristics,
United States, 1996. Sourcebook of Criminal
Justice Statistics. (1998), 131.
Crime and Media Statistics:
17) Ditton, J., Chadee, D., Farrall, S., Gilchrist,
E., & Bannister, J. (2004) FROM IMITA-
TION TO INTIMIDATION: A Note on
the Curious and Changing Relationship
between the Media, Crime and Fear of
Crime. British Journal of Criminology.
44(4), 595-610.
18) Goidel, R.K., Freeman, C.M., and Procopio,
S.T. (2006) The Impact of Television
Viewing on Perceptions of Juvenile
Crime. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic
Media. 50(1), 119-139.
19) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Attitudes
Toward Contributions To Violence In
Society, By Demographic Characteristics,
United States, 1999. Sourcebook of Criminal
Justice Statistics. (1998), 122.
Class Materials:
20) Milburn, M.A., & McGrail, A.B. (1992) The
Dramatic Presentation of News and Its
Effects on Cognitive Complexity. Political
Psychology. 13( 4), 613-630.
21) Parenti, M. (1992) Inventing Reality: The
Politics of News Media. New York, Wad-
sworth Publishing. 62-74.
22) Bennet, L. (1996) News Content: Messages
for the Masses. News: The Politics of Illu-
sion (3rd ed.), White Plains, NY, Long-
man. 37-73.
23) Edelman, M. (1971) Politics as Symbolic
Action: Mass Arousal and Quiescence.
Information and Cognition. New York. Aca-
demic Press. 329-335.
24) Tetlack, P.E. (1984) Cognitive Style and
Political Belief System in the British
House of Commons. Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology. 46 (2), 365-375.
Statistics:
25) Bureau of Justice Statistics (2001) Attitudes
Toward Level Of Crime In The United
100 SYLVIA KHROMINA
HUMAN ARCHITECTURE: JOURNAL OF THE SOCIOLOGY OF SELF-KNOWLEDGE, V, 2, SPRING 2007
States, 2001. Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics, (2001) 122.
26) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Attitudes
Toward Level Of Crime In The United
States, By Demographic Characteristics,
1998. Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statis-
tics, (1999) 116.
27) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Respon-
dents Indicating Too Little Is Spent On
Selected Problems In This Country,
United States, Selected Years 1973-98.
Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics,
(1999) 123.
28) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Attitudes
Toward The Level Of Spending To Halt
The Rising Crime Rate, By Demographic
Characteristics, United States, Selected
Years 1983-98. Sourcebook of Criminal Jus-
tice Statistics, (1999) 124-125.
29) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Attitudes
Toward The Most Important Problem
Facing The Country, United States, 1982-
99. Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics,
(1999) 96.
30) Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) Attitudes
Toward Important Issues For The Gov-
ernment To Address, United States, 1993-
99. Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics,
(1999) 97.
31) U.S. Census Bureau (2000) DP-2. Profile of
Selected Social Characteristics: 2000, Cen-
sus 2000 Summary.
32) U.S. Census Bureau (2000) DP-3. Profile of
Selected Social Characteristics: 2000, Cen-
sus 2000 Summary.
Websites and other Electronic Sources:
33) Einstein Law (2007) Juvenile justices FAQs.
Juvenile Justice FYI.
34) Johnson, L. (2007) State Juvenile Justice Pro-
files: Massachusetts. www.ncjj.org
35) Massachusetts Bar Association (2007) About
Our Legal System: Juvenile Courts.
www.masslawhelp.org
36) Commonwealth of Massachusetts (2007)
Mass. Law About Juvenile Justice. Massa-
chusetts Trial Court Law Libraries on the
Web
37) OJJDP (2000) National Crime Victimization
Survey, cited in Juvenile Offenders and
Victims: 1999 National Report (OJJDP).
Additional Classroom Materials
38) Gest, T (2001) Crime & Politics: Big Govern-
ment's Erratic Campaign for Law and
Order. Chicago, Oxford University Press.
270.
39) Wallace, R. A., and Wolf, A. (2005) Contem-
porary Sociological Theory: Expanding
the Classical Tradition. Sixth Edition.
New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
40) Farganis, J. (Ed) (2004) Readings in Social
Theory: The Classical Tradition to Post-
Modernism. Fourth Edition. McGraw
Hill College Division.






Okcir Store
	Okcir Store
	Discount Coupons
	Store Policies
	Privacy Policy
	My Account
	Shopping Cart
	Contact Okcir
	Sitemap






Free Shipping
 Okcir Store offers free shipping of its publications in the contiguous United States. For international orders, please inquire for costs.




Discounts
 For special 40% author/editor or 30% educational discounts please visit the store’s DISCOUNTS page.







Contact
 Correspondence Address:

Ahead Publishing House (imprint: Okcir Press) • P. O. Box 393 • Belmont, MA, 02478 • USA

In preference for written communication, the Okcir Store can best be reached via email correspondence at the following addresses:

	orders[at]okcir.com
	contact[at]okcir.com
	info[at]okcir.com













OKCIR: Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics) • Ahead Publishing House (imprint: Okcir Press) • P.O.Box 393, Belmont, MA 02478, USA © Copyright 2002 – Present by Mohammad H. Tamdgidi. All Rights Reserved. This site is validated and secured by cPanel, Inc. Certification Authority. 







We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept”, you consent to the use of ALL the cookies. Do not sell my personal information. 
Cookie SettingsAccept



Manage consent





Close






Privacy Overview
 
This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.



 







Necessary 


 Necessary 



Always Enabled 




Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.












Functional 


functional






Functional cookies help to perform certain functionalities like sharing the content of the website on social media platforms, collect feedbacks, and other third-party features.











Performance 


performance






Performance cookies are used to understand and analyze the key performance indexes of the website which helps in delivering a better user experience for the visitors.











Analytics 


analytics






Analytical cookies are used to understand how visitors interact with the website. These cookies help provide information on metrics the number of visitors, bounce rate, traffic source, etc.











Advertisement 


advertisement






Advertisement cookies are used to provide visitors with relevant ads and marketing campaigns. These cookies track visitors across websites and collect information to provide customized ads.











Others 


others






Other uncategorized cookies are those that are being analyzed and have not been classified into a category as yet.














































			
		


















































































