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Individual.” Abstract: “Self-concept is constructed through our relationship to others.
Our relationship to our parents is elemental in this self-construction, forming the base
of our identity. Our parents are the primary means of socialization, providing the lens
through which we perceive ourselves. Our physical and mental experiences cannot be
separated from our sense of self. My paper explores the dilemma posed by my relation-
ship with my mother that is strained against the significance of the mother-daughter
relationship.”

L. M. Damian, is a sophomore in Sociology at SUNY Oneonta with a concentration in Pre-
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ternative and treatment for conspicuous conflict and ideology.”
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family, and how my mother has dealt with so many hardships that follow divorce. It
also focuses on the child support system of the government, and what it has and has
not done for my family in regards to support collections. Things my father has done to
avoid paying child support are also included. This paper narrates what I, like many
other children of divorce, have lived through.”
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Jennifer VanFleet, participated as a junior in Socl. 392-01, “Social Policy and the Life
Course,” during the Spring 2002 semester at SUNY Oneonta. She is an Elementary Ed-
ucation major concentrating in Child Development with a minor in Educational Psy-
chology. Abstract: “Families and children in poverty face many struggles each day. The
trials and tribulations that they face hinder the growth and development of their fami-
lies often causing a chain reaction of poverty to occur for many years. Poverty comes in
many forms and is often publicized in negative contexts. Society sees poverty as a bar-
rier for economic development; however, the reality of why poverty occurs is covered
up by the notion that people in poverty are lazy. This article explains some of the ideas
behind the issue of families and children in poverty. It gives first hand accounts of fam-
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